Inter Faith Engagement Guidelines (CFE/GSSC Sept 2016, Revised Oct 2018, CFE Feb 2019)

Purpose of inter-faith relations: Theological foundations

1. Anglican Church in Aotearoa New Zealand Polynesia/Te Haahi Mihinare Catechism: 

No.62 How does the Anglican Church regard members of other faiths?

Anglicans believe that all people are created in God’s image and need to find meaning and purpose beyond themselves. All living faiths witness in some way to the reality of God, but in Jesus Christ God’s revelation is unique.

2. International Anglican Inter Faith Initiatives:
Purpose of NIFCON
The Network for Inter Faith Concerns (NIFCON) of the Anglican Communion exists to encourage: 
· Progress towards genuinely open and loving relationships between Christians and people of other faiths.

· Exchange of news, information, ideas and resources relating to inter faith concerns between provinces of the Anglican Communion.

· Local contextual and wider theological reflection.

· Witness and evangelism where appropriate.

· Prayerful and urgent action with all involved in tension and conflict.

· Support for people of faith, especially Christians, who live as religious minorities in situations of discrimination or danger.

Anglican Inter Faith Commission (convened at request of 2016 Primates Meeting)

The vision and proposed actions of the Commission: 
RELATIONSHIP: 

To prioritise building and cultivating relationships of mutual trust and respect with people of other faiths as a priority for the Communion. 
Action: 
1. Encourage provinces and dioceses to evaluate the relationships they have with other faith communities. 

2. Identify ways to strengthen these relationships. 

UNDERSTANDING AND EDUCATION 
Acknowledge the ignorance that is prevalent in regards to other faiths and the importance for Christians of education to move towards a greater understanding of our neighbours. 

Action: 
1. Develop and disseminate resources that can help Anglicans in local communities to understand other faiths better. 

2. Ensure that the curricula for courses, theological colleges and seminaries include the study of and engagement with other faith traditions. 

ADVOCACY 

To raise awareness in various contexts of different levels and forms of persecution and discrimination of faith communities across the world. 
Action: 
1. Develop an interactive forum to enable communication across the Communion, to facilitate wide-spread awareness of existing and emerging issues. 

2. To speak with and for the marginalised and the voiceless through standing in solidarity with them, praying for them and practically supporting them. 

ANGLICAN INTER FAITH NETWORK 
To build and embed networks in each Region, Province and Diocese of the Communion for inter faith engagement. 
Action: 
1. Hold local meetings for mutual encouragement and sharing information and resources. 

2. Develop projects that enable people from different faith communities to work together for the common good, especially at the grassroots level. 

3. Anglican Theology of Inter Faith Relations 

Generous Love: The truth of the Gospel and the call to dialogue, an Anglican theology of inter faith relations Network Anglican Communion Network for Inter Faith Concerns (NIFCON) 2008. http://nifcon.anglicancommunion.org/media/18910/generous_love_a4_with_foreward.pdf
4. World Council of Churches, Vatican and World Evangelical Alliance document on Inter Faith Relations
Christian Witness in a Multi-Religious: World Recommendations for Conduct, 

WCC,Vatican,WEA A landmark document addressing the conduct of Christian witness around the world was released 28 June 2011 by the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue (PCID) of the Roman Catholic Church, the World Council of Churches (WCC) and the World Evangelical Alliance (WEA) after five years of work. With an expressed awareness of inter-religious tensions and the difference in religious convictions, the document, "Christian Witness in a Multi-Religious World: Recommendations for Conduct" is meant as a tool for churches, ecumenical organizations and mission agencies rather than a policy or theological statement. 

2011
https://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/documents/wcc-programmes/interreligious-dialogue-and-cooperation/christian-identity-in-pluralistic-societies/christian-witness-in-a-multi-religious-world
5. Appointment and accountability process

Official Anglican representatives/participants in inter faith dialogues are mandated by a bishop or one of the Anglican entities listed below. They are appointed for a three-year term (renewable) and are responsible to report to the appointing bishop or body. All Anglican inter faith work is done within the guidelines of the resource documents named above.  
	
	Appointing Body
	Duration
	Reporting

	International Inter Faith Organisations
	CFE nominate to GSSC
	3 years
	Biennially to General Synod, annually to CFE.

	2 or 3 Tikanga  
Inter Faith Organisations
	CFE nominate to GSSC
	3 years
	Annually to CFE.

	1 Tikanga 
Inter Faith organisations
	DoP standing Committee/ Te Runanga Whaiti/ IDCCG
	3 years
	To appointing body as requested

	Regional 

Inter Faith organisations
	DoP standing committee/Hui Amorangi standing committee/ Diocesan standing committee
	3 years
	To appointing body as requested


